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During his 2016 State of the Union Address, President Obama called on
Vice President Biden to lead a new, national “Moonshot” initiative which
Wed neSday reinserted these diseases back into the public spotlight. But cancer never
October 19, 2016 Wwentaway in the years intervening Nixon’s 1971 War on Cancer and the
6:30 - 8:00pm 2016 Cancer Moonshot. And yet Wlth.ln those 45 years vx./e have learm.—:‘d
more about the causes and progression of cancer than in the preceding
3000 years.
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We will briefly touch upon that story and how a collection of small and
lowly creatures played a central role in helping scientists understand the

Evanston origins of cancer. These creatures range from roundworms and fruit flies,
toviruses that infect chickens and cats. Also discussed will be how these
discoveries have helped explain the reasons why cancer is so difficult a
disease to prevent and cure.




