
Science Cafe: Eat. Drink. Talk research in a relaxed atmosphere.

We are committed to promoting engagement with scientific topics and making it accessible to all.

Extreme meteorological events pose significant engineering and public 
health challenges for societies and their built environments. With over 
80% of the U.S. population living in cities and relying on infrastructure 
networks to provide essential resources, support economic growth, and 
confer protection from hazards, it is essential that urban residents 
seek to lessen the impacts of looming threats. Despite advances in 
hazard prediction, urban design, and distributed sensing networks, 
large cities remain vulnerable to extreme weather events such as large cities remain vulnerable to extreme weather events such as 
floods, heat waves, and poor air quality episodes. Climate change has 
exacerbated these engineering and public health challenges by modify-
ing the intensity and frequency of some high impact weather events. 

Professors Packman and Horton will discuss work by their multidisci-
plinary research team seeking to prepare Chicagoland’s citizens and in-
frastructure for projected environmental changes. In particular, they 
will discuss research efforts focused on hazard mapping, green infra-
structure, and electric vehicle adoption.
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Preparing Chicagoland for
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